Scripture Readings 2 Kings 2:1-12, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, and Mark 9:2-9 

Sermon Duane Romberger 

<Make sure everyone has a picture demonstrating the various ways we can see God>
How many of you remember the game show, Name That Tune?  We’re going to start off today by playing a little bit of that game show.  In 1970, a pop duo introduced a smash hit song which spoke about a bridge.  Who can guess this song in five notes?  

<<< play Bridge Over Trouble Water BY Simon and Garfunkel…>>>

Its was an incredibly popular song and it won five Grammys in 1971.  One of it’s original titles was simply “Hymn.”  It was a welcomed song of comfort during a difficult and chaotic time in American society.  And, according to Paul Simon, the inspiration for the song came from "Oh Mary Don’t You Weep", a recording by a gospel group called the Swan Silvertones, on which the singer scats: 'I’ll be your bridge over deep water…'    Listen to some of the lyrics from “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” this song “about a bridge…”

Bridge Over Troubled Water  

When you're weary, feeling small 

When tears are in your eyes, 

I will dry them all 

I'm on your side 

When times get rough 

And friends just can't be found 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down 

Today we celebrate Transfiguration Sunday as a “bridge” that connects us to Transformation Sunday.  Transfiguration Sunday is a bridge that connects our Advent-Christmas-Epiphany celebrations to our Lent-Easter celebrations.  And it is a bridge we’re going to stand on this morning as we consider the presence of God in our lives.  It is a bridge where we are going to test the waters with Elisha, test the light spoken of in 2nd Corinthians, and test the mountaintop….the mountaintop where Jesus was transfigured. 

Since the beginning of our current Christian year (back in late November) we’ve experienced our God is some very real ways…..

· During Advent we waited in expectation for God’s presence in the world.  

· Within the Christmas season, we experienced the joy that results from the presence of God in our world.  The waiting was not in vain.  The Christ child is the incarnate God.  God is present…with us….somehow in this infant.

· Through the season of Christmastide and then the season of Epiphany, which we bring to a close today, we’ve considered the many ways God has manifested God’s self in our world and the many ways that Christ manifests God in our world.

Today we’re going to take one last, long, hard look at manifestations, that is “those moments where we especially know the presence of God and Christ in our personal and/or collective lives.”    This morning we are going to bravely test the waters, test the light and test the mountaintop in the hope that we can find an anchoring answer to that often swerving question “How is God especially present among us?”  

But why today?  On Transfiguration Sunday?  Answering these questions from this transfiguring bridge is essential in our walk during the Christian year.  We, in fact, often look for God.  Today we are looking ahead in realization that on the other side of this bridge lies Lent, and then Easter.  In fact, we’re on the last step of our bridge heading towards Lent.  Lent begins this week with Ash Wednesday.  

Lent is a season that engages in self-examination, prayer and reflection.  For some it is a time of fasting or refraining.  For other it is a time for engaging in charitable deeds and actions, giving especially to those with physical needs.  Regardless of our focus on refraining or giving, Lent is always a time of preparation. Through Lent we are refraining or giving in preparation to celebrate the redemptive and resurrecting qualities of Easter.  We are preparing ourselves to be transformed!  We are preparing ourselves to be transformed!  We are preparing ourselves to be transformed!  By the presence of God in our lives.

Hmmm….transfigured, transformed!  Transfigured, transformed!  Transfigured, transformed!  They sound similar, don’t they?  Perhaps the transfiguration is a foreshadowing of the transformation.  

If Lent is a time of preparation and self-reflection which guide us into our transforming Easter resurrections, shouldn’t we know where we especially see God?  Shouldn’t we test the water, the light and the mountaintop from our bridge and ask these questions today?:  How is God manifested in our lives?  Where do we most experience the presence of God and Christ in our lives?  Can we prepare, examine or be transformed at all if we’re not sure where God is?  Where is God for me?  For us?  For this church?  For Northampton?  For our world?  We need to test the waters, the light and the mountaintop.  Or better said we need to test – or consider – where we see God in our lives…today…right now!

Look at the picture given to you before church today…..Do you see the presence of God in this picture?  Do you see God in a special way in this picture?

Exchange your picture with a neighbor….Do you see the presence of God in this picture?  Do you see God in a special way in this picture?

Now exchange your picture with another neighbor….Do you see the presence of God in this picture?  Do you see God in a special way in this picture?

Sisters and brothers, we know our God is omnipresent.  Truly God is everywhere.  But a lesson from the season of Epiphany and, certainly from Transfiguration Sunday, invites us to consider where God is especially speaking to us.  We ask this question at many points in our spiritual journeys but today we ask in preparation for our preparation. Today we seek the presence of God in our personal and communal lives so we are prepared for Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent that begins with it.  Today, we seek the voice of God so we know how we might individually and collectively enter our time of preparation.   So we know whether we are called to refrain from something…and what.  Or so we know whether we are called to give something…and what.  Or maybe both.  Or maybe none.  What is God saying to you?  Where do you look for our transfigured God who is calling us into Lenten preparation so we can again reach the point of Easter transformation?  Where do you look for transfigured God who is calling us into Lenten preparation so we can again reach the point of Easter transformation?   Are you testing your waters, your light, your mountaintop?  Are you looking for God’s voice?  God is here.  Go ahead…test, discern, look, listen, experience your God and be ready for the transfigurations and transformations of your lives.  Amen.  

